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investigations on skin rash cases to detect etiology, so as to have
better epidemiological picture of varicella in the country.

Acknowledgement:  Authors thank Mr. Sarang S. Kamble and
Mr. Madhukar B. Kamble for their laboratory support. The
Authors also thank Mr. Santosh M. Jadhav for statistical
assistance and Mrs. Sumitha M. Kasibhatla for English language
editing.
Ethics Clearance:  NIV/IEC/Oct/2020/D-4, 28 October, 2020.
Contributors: SRV: concept and designed the study, undertaken
laboratory investigations and supervision, analyzed data and
written manuscript draft and reviewed; SMT: undertaken field
investigation, collected epidemiological data, analyzed data and
written manuscript.
Funding: None; Competing interest: None stated.

SUNIL R VAIDYA1* AND  SIDDHARTH M TILAVAT2

From 1Virus Registry-Repository Group,
ICMR-National Institute of Virology,
20-A Dr Ambedkar Road, Pune; and

2State Health Society, IDSP, National Health Mission,
Shri VBCH Campus, Silvassa, India.

*sr.vaidya@icmr.gov.in

REFERENCES
1. Grose C, Buckingham EM, Carpenter JE, Kunkel JP. Varicella-

Zoster virus infectious cycle: ER stress, autophagic flux, and

amphisome-mediated trafficking. Pathogens. 2016;5:E67.
2. Balraj V, John TJ. An epidemic of varicella in rural Southern India.

J Trop Med Hyg. 1994;97:113-6.
3. Richard VS, John TJ, Kenneth J, et al. Should health care workers

in the tropics be immunized against varicella? J Hosp Infect.
2001;47:243-45.

4. Paul N, Jacob ME. An outbreak of cadaver-acquired chickenpox in
a health care setting. Clin Infect Dis. 2006;43:599-601.

5. Singh MP, Singh G, Kumar A, et al. Epidemiologic lessons:
Chickenpox outbreak investigation in a rural community around
Chandigarh, North India. Indian J Pathol Microbiol. 2011;54:
772-74.

6. Sood S. Occupationally related outbreak of chickenpox in hospital
staff: A learning experience. J Clin Diagn Res. 2013;7:2294-295.

7. Singh MP, Chandran C, Sarwa A, et al. Outbreak of chickenpox in
a union territory of North India. Indian J Med Microbiol. 2015;
33:524-27.

8. Gupta SN, Gupta N, Gupta S. Concurrent multiple outbreaks of
varicella, rubeola, german measles in unvaccinated children of co-
educational mount carmel senior secondary school, Thakurdwara
Palampur of Northern Himachal, India. J Family Med Prim Care.
2015;4:117-23.

9. Meyers J, Logaraj M, Ramraj B, et al. Epidemic varicella zoster
virus among university students, India. Emerg Infect Dis.
2018;24:366-69.

10. Vaidya SR, Tilavat SM, Kumbhar NS, Kamble MB. Chickenpox
outbreak in a tribal and industrial zone from the union territory of
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, India. Epidemiol Infect. 2018;146:
476-80.

ADVERTISEMENT


