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workshops on telecommunication, and designated centers
such as post offices, dispensaries and primary health care
centers where good internet services and trained
facilitators like Accredited Social Health Activists
(ASHAs) are available (Fig. I). The staff should be trained
in performing video calls and explaining prescription to
the patients. We should avoid providing telemedicine by
telephonic conversations and should encourage video calls
and provide prescriptions in the fixed format via email. We
should have a better liaison between tertiary care hospitals
and primary heath care centers, as has been done with the
Village resource centers developed by Indian Space
Research Organisation in October, 2018 [8]. If the
practitioner still faces communication glitches, he can
record the issue and terminate the conversation [2].

We as physicians have become comfortable with the
traditional method of providing treatment but in the
current scenario of the COVID-19 pandemic, a
temporary change is required [9]. With more and more
healthcare professionals getting affected, the doctor-
patient ratio will further deteriorate. Telemedicine might
be the only promising solution available. However as the
usage of telemedicine will increase in India, more issues
regarding medicolegal aspects might emerge, which
should be deliberated among the medical fraternity a
priori. Although caution is necessary on the part of a
pediatrician, given the benefits of telemedicine we must
welcome it. We may find it as an important adjunct to the
traditional way of practicing medicine.

Contributors: VM: conceived the idea, is providing telemedicine
services, wrote the 1st draft, and approved the final manuscript;

TS: literature search, assisted in writing the first draft and
approved the final manuscript; CA: edited the manuscript, and
approved the final manuscript.
Funding: None; Competing interest: None stated.

REFERENCES
1. Keesara, S, Jonas A, Schulman K. Covid-19 and health

care’s digital revolution. N Engl J Med. 2020;382:e82.
Accessed April 10, 2020.

2. Board of Governors. Telemedicine Practice Guidelines
Enabling Registered Medical Practitioners to Provide
Healthcare Using Telemedicine. Available from: https://
www.Mohfw.gov.in/pdf/telemedicine. Accessed April 5,
2020.

3. Burke B, Hall R. Telemedicine: Pediatric applications.
Pediatrics. 2015;136:e293-e308

4. Aggarwal KK. Prescription sans diagnosis: A case of
culpable neglect. India Legal. Available from: https://
www.indialegallive.com-ConstitutionalNews–Courts.
Accessed April 8, 2020.

5. Lakhe A, Sodhi I, Warrier J, Sinha V. Development of
digital stethoscope for telemedicine. J Med Eng Technol.
2016;40:20-24.

6. Arumugham S, Rajagopalan S, Rayappan JBB,
Amirtharajan R. Networked medical data sharing on secure
medium - A web publishing mode for DICOM viewer with
three layer authentication. J Biomed Inform. 2018;86:90-
105. 

7. Luz PLD. Telemedicine and the doctor/patient
relationship. Arq Bras Cardiol. 2019;113:100-2.

8. Village Resource Centre - ISRO [Internet]. 2020.
Available from: https://www.isro.gov.in/applications/
village-resource-centre. Accessed April 18, 2020.

9. Kittleson MM. The invisible hand - medical care during the
pandemic. N Engl J Med. 2020; 382:1586-87.

ERRATA

Please note that information on ethics clearance for the study was missing from the article titled “Acute peritoneal dialysis in premature infants”
published in Indian Pediatr. 2020;57:420-22. The information is as follows: “Ethics Clearance: Clinical Research Ethics Committee of Zeynep Kamil
Maternity and Children’s Training and Research Hospital; No. 122 dated August 4, 2017.” Appropriate corrections have already been done in the web
version at https://www.indianpediatrics.net/may2020/420.pdf.

Please note that affiliation of Dr. Anupam Das was wrongly attributed to RG Kar Medical College, Kolkata, West Bengal, India in the article titled
“Traumatic anserine folliculosis” published in Indian Pediatr. 2020;57:597. The correct affiliation is: “KPC Medical College, Kolkata, West
Bengal, India.” Appropriate corrections have already been done in the web version at https://www.indianpediatrics.net/june2020/597.pdf.


