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Anorectal Anomaly (Low) with
Imperforate Hymen in a Newborn

AN. Gangopadhyay
S5.K. Pandit
S.C. Gopal

Simple imperforatc hymen and other
such anomalies present usually around
menarche(1). Imperforate hymen present-
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ing in nconatal period is quite unusual,
moreover its association with imperforate
anus is quite rare(2-5).

Case Report

A onc-day-female baby presented with
inability to pass meconium and a balloon
shaped mass in vulval area (Fig.). The child
was born after a full term normal delivery.
General physical and systemic examination
was within normal limits. Local examina-
tion showed absence of anal orifice at nor-
mal site and a spherical pale pink mass 6
cm in diameter protruding out from the
vestibule, which was compressible. How-
ever, no meconium could be seen coming
out of the lower end of vestibule inspite of
presence of anovestibular fistula.

The spherical mass protruding out of
the vestibule was nothing but ballooned out
imperforate hymen which was incised in
a cruciatc manner when about 20 ml of
opalescent fluid came out.

Simultancously, anal cut back opera-
tion was done for anovestibular fistula,

Fig. Clinical photograph of the patient showing
ballooning out of imperforate hymen
through vestibule and absence of nommal
anal ovifice.
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Now the patient is waiting for anal transpo-
~ sition.

Discussion

Vaginal obstruction due to imperforate
hymen with resultant hematocolpos is
mentioned in writings of Hippocrates and
Celsus but hydrometrocolpos, a compa-
rable condition was not reported prior to
1956(6).

Imperforate hymen presenting as
spherical mass protruding out of introitus
in neonatal period is quite unusual. Asso-
ciation of hydrometrocolpos with anorectal
malformation is also quite unusual(2-5).

Prenatal effects of maternal hormones
causing cxcessive secretion of uterine and
cervical glands is an additional necessary
factor for development of hydrometro-
colpos(3,7). The hydrometrocolpos may be
associated sometimes with anorectal mal-
formation(2-5) as in our case.

Clinically the lesion presents with
either (/) Anterior pressure with urethral
obstruction or (if) Posterior pressure with
rectal obstruction or (iii) upward pressure

and intestinal displacement and sometimes |

respiratory embarrasment(8,9).

Qur case was unique as it presented
with failure to pass meconium possibly due
to pressure effects. However, there were
no back pressure effects on urinary tract
due to outward and downward ballooning
of imperforate hymen, which has not yet
been reported.

REFERENCES

1. Raffensperger JG. Vaginal anomalies.
In: Swenson’s Pediatric Surgery. 5th edn.
Norwailk, Appleton and Lange, 1990, pp
963-968. o

2. Mckuick VA, Bauer RL, Koop CE, Scott
RB. Hydrontetrocolpos as a simple in-

VOLUME 29--mMmAY 1992

herited malformation. JAMA 1964, 189:
813-816.

3.  Mahoney PJ, Chemberlain JW. Hydro-
metrocolpos in infancy. J Pediatr 1940,
17: 772-780.

4. Davis BC, Fell EH. Double hydrometro-
colpos and imperforate anus in newborn.
Am J Dis Child 1950, 80: 79-84.

5. Fleming SE, Hall R, Gvsler M, Mclorie
GA. TImperforate anus in females: Fre-
quency of genital tract involvement, inci-
dence of associated anomalies and func-
tional outcome. J Pediatr Surg 1986, 21:
146-150.

6. Spencer R, Levy DM. Hydrometro-
colpos. Report of 3 cases and review of
literature. Ann Surg 1962, 155: 558-571.

7. Gross RE. Surgery of Infancy and Child-
hood. Its Principles and Techniques.
Philadelphia, WB Saunders Co, 1953, pp
944.995+ v

8. Mackbeth WAAG, Rubbin J. Hydro-
colpos in infancy. Br J Surg 1963, 50:
887-889.

9. Cook GT, Marshall VF. Hydrocolpos
causing urinary obstruction. J Urol 1964,
92: 127-132.

Adrenoleukodystrophy
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Adrenoleukodystrophy is a sex linked
autosomal recessive disorder in which pro-
gressive CNS degeneration as accompa-
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