GLOBAL UPDATE

isfacingtrial inthe United Statesfor allegedly
hiding negative reports of trials involving the
antidepressant Paroxitine used in adolescents.
Five trials are being highlighted of which 2
showed no efficacy of the drug and 3 showed
an increase in suicidal ideation. Damaging
internal memos of the company which have
been found, say that it was “commercialy
unacceptable” to admit that paroxitine did not
work in children and it would have to
“ effectively manage the dissemination of these
data in order to minimise any potential

negative impact”. A national trials registry
which records all trials at onset in the USA is
one possible solution against future fraud.
BMJ 2004; 328: 1395 (www.bmj.com 12
June).
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Indian medlars centre -  http://www.
medind.nic.in  Thiswebsite providesasingle
window web access to medica journas
published in India. Full text of over twenty
Indian journals including, Indian Pediatrics,
Indian Journal of Medical and Pediatric
Oncology, Indian Journa of Tuberculosis,
National Tuberculosis Institute bulletin and
Journal of Indian Association of Pediatric
Surgeons are available online. The website
also provides a search facility, whereby one
can search for articles using keywords. This
website has been hosted by the Bibliographic
Informatics Division (http://indmed.nic.in/) of
the National Informatics Centre (http://home.
nic.in). Asthejournasare hosted intheIndian
server, accessisvery fast. Thissite can be used
as an dternate for online access to Indian
Pediatrics as the latest issues are mirrored in
thissite.

Indian Council of Medical Research - http://
icmr.nic.in  The website of ICMR has been
revamped and provides information about
training programs, seminars, Symposia,
workshops, courses and conferences, ongoing
and completed projects, fellowships and jobs.
Links to websites of the various institutions
under the ICMR have al so been provided. Full
text of many publications of the ICMR
including the Indian Journal of Medica
Research are aso available online. The
Bioinformatics section( http://icmr.nic.in/bic/)
of the website is a new addition.This section
contains news on bioinformatics and also a
database of medical freeware.
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