
INDIAN  PEDIATRICS VOLUME 35-APRIL 1998 
 

REFERENCES  
1 Snvastava   RN    Painful   Pricks    Indian 

Pediatr 1997; 34: 1140. 
2 Schechter NL, Blankson V, Pachter LM, 

Sullivan CM, Costa L The ouchless place 
No pain, children's gain Pediatrics 
1997; 99: 890-894: 

3. Norman I, Jones PL Complications of the 
use of EMLA Br J Anaesth 1990; 64: 403. 

4. French GM, Painter EC, Coury DL Blowing 
away shot pain A technique for pain 
management during immunization Pedi-
atrics 1994;93: 384-388. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reply 

Dr. Yash Paul makes some very inter-
esting observations. I agree with his view 
that in our medical set up (where doctors 
act as masters and nursing staff as those 
who take orders) any criticism by the nurs-
es would not be appreciated by the doctors. 
One or both parents should be allowed to 
be present while procedures are being car-
ried out. The home remedy that he sug-
gests for neonates and infants certainly 
needs to be tried. Distraction techniques 

 
may work if one has time and patience. 
Most of us are short on both. In final analy-
sis it is a matter of attitudes and concern. It 
is so much simpler to give a prick quickly 
and get it over with! However, pricks and 
pain must be minimized for hospitalized 
children who often undergo prolonged 
treatment and are subjected to multiple 
injections, venesections and other proce-
dures. 

R.N. Srivastava, 
Consultant Pediatric Nephrologist, 

Apollo Hospital, New Delhi 110 019. 

  

 

Tobacco Use in Rural Indian 
Children 

I read with interest the recent publica-
tion on this subject(l). The statement "Data 
on tobacco use by rural children or youth 
in India are few and only recently 
available" is surprising. In 1987 in Indian 
Pediatrics a paper on "Smoking behavior of 
rural school boys" was published by us(2). 
Other papers on the subject in urban school 
boys were published in 1978 and 1980(3,4). 
These studies have specifically addressed 
the reasons for smoking among the school 
boys. 

Sunit Singhi, 
Additional Professor, 

Department of Pediatrics, 
Postgraduate Institute of 

Medical Education and Research, 
Chandigarh 160 012. 
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